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Attending a recent clergy gathering in the 

Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles, I 

heard a clergy person speak to a deep 

need for roots. In this clergy conference I 

am responding to the deep need among 

us. Much of the content of my presenta-

tion will come from my upcoming book, 

Heaven on Earth (Cowley, Roman and 

Littlefield Publishers) in which I argue 

that we must do more than talk about 

community�² we must practice it. In this 

book I stake a controversial claim 

(substantiated by early Christian saints) 

that heaven is a place for community�²
not individualism. In short, I argue that 

our need for roots is the same as our need  

for community. And here, a confession must be given�² for the sake of world peace. Christians must con-

fess a failure in being a community. -   M. Battle 
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